MUD SLOUGH WETLAND

Total acreage:550 acres
Location: Rickreall, Oregon, Polk County

Site Description:

Mud Slough Wetland, located west of Salem, is one of the most diverse, productive wetlands in western
Oregon. The site features a rangediferse shallow water habitats and vegetation, from small native
sedges to taller cattails and rushes, as well as a single deeper pond. Willow patches and restored native
wetland prairie are also present. The lack of invasive plant and animal speciesataibbted to the site
preparation done prior to restoration and the continued vigilance of the landowner.

Wildlife: Virginia Rail, Sora, and American Bittern, use this wetland as a place to breed. During spring
and fall, hundreds of shorebirds can berfd foraging. During fall and winter, several thousand

waterfowl and shorebirds (mainly Dunlin) can be seen. Birds otherwise rare in western Oregon, including
Black-necked Stilt, Wilson's Phalarope, and the Yelwsaded Blackbird, are known to breedeher

Site history

In 1993,grass seed farmer Mark Knaupp took the last crop of grass seadaffsois wetbottomlands

and enrolled 320 acres in the Natural Reseonservation Seioe'sWetland Reserve program.

The former fescue fields now suppomni& of shallow seasonal marshes and wet prairies. Broad
expanses of tufted hairgrass dominate the meadows
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