PROPOSAL

To increase the point qualification for the

2008 National Open Championship to TWO points.

Change is inevitable. This old adage touches every aspect of our lives.  That said, consider the changes in our English springer spaniel field trial sport in chronological order:  


Existing field trial clubs were assigned to three interclubs: east, midwest and west. Field trial placements were limited to first, second and third place. Two first place awards were required for a field champion designation.


The first national championship occurred in 1949.


Amateur all-age stakes became available in 1963 - the year of the first national amateur championship.


The fourth place award was added to the open and amateur all-age events soon after.


Then came the point system - three for second place, two for third and one for fourth. This provided an alternate pathway to a championship with one win and ten points.


The Mid-East Interclub then formed, followed by the addition of the Rocky Mountain Interclub.


Regulations and requirements were developed to ensure qualified judges and gunners.

The sport has grown, and now it is apparent that another change is on the horizon. Both national championship events are reaching the number of entries that exceed the logistics and time to provide an adequate test for the dogs. In recent years, both trials have required five days for completion. This year [2004], the National Amateur Championship spilled over into a sixth day. 
A five day event seems to be the standard. If so, then what is the maximum number of dogs that can be entered?

Dr. John P. Riepenhoff, M.D.

Changing Times, Springer Journal, January 2005

Data compiled from the 2006 National Open Championship, with 138 starters, offers some insight.

Table I 

Series

Number of dogs to the line 


1   .......................
138


2   .......................
 119


3   .......................
 73


4   .......................
 43


5   .......................
 23 

Total .......................
 396

Table II

Trial Day
Start Time
Finish Time
Daily Notes
Total Time


1
7:30 AM
4:45 PM
Getting dark
9’ 45”


2
7:30 AM
4:45 PM
Got dark
9’ 45”


3
7:30 AM
*
Got dark
9’ 45”


4
7:30 AM
*
Not recorded
9’ 45”


5
7:30 AM
12:00 PM
Noon
4’ 30”





Total =
46 Hours

* Presumed to be similar to other specified times

The average time afforded to the judges to assess each dog’s run was approximately seven minutes, calculated as follows:


46 hours = 2,760 minutes


2,760 minutes ÷ 396 (dogs to the line) = 6.9 (7) minutes per dog


(excludes water series)

The 2006 National Open Championship was completed within the 5-day standard by utilizing a near 10-hour day (the maximum amount of daylight hours,) for the first four days of the event.  The event, with water series, finished at 2:15 PM on the fifth day, approximately 2-1/2 hours before dark.  Had there been additional dogs entered and running, the national would more than likely have spilled over into a sixth day.

Table III below, compares the number of starting dogs to the total of those called to the line over the five land series of the national championship, resulting in an average of 3 runs per dog.

Table III


Starting Dogs
138


Dogs to line in land series
396


Average =
2.8 (3) runs

Using the figures calculated in Tables I, II and III, it is possible to predict the time required to manage a national championship by applying the following formula:


Number of entries to the line x 3 x 7 minutes ÷ 60 = number of hours required

By applying the above formula we can see what would have been the impact of an additional 20 dogs entered and run in 2006:


158 dogs x 3 runs x 7 minutes ÷ 60 = 55.3 Hours

This would effectively have guaranteed a six-day event in 2006.

By limiting the qualification points to 2 or more, in 2006 there would have been at least 21 less dogs entered and run, resulting in a time saving of at least 5 hours:


117 x 3 x 7 ÷ 60 = 40.95 (41) Hours compared to 46 Hours in 2006

CONCLUSION: 

By limiting entries to approximately 130 - 140 dogs, it would be possible to finish two series in two days.  The third series call backs and travel to the third series course could be done over night.  With 150 plus dogs this is impossible. Much time is lost when the transfer is done mid day.  Judges, guns, marshals, competitors, dogs and cover are stressed beyond normal limits, when the event goes to a sixth day.  Acceptance of a two-point qualification would stop the growth of numbers of entries.  Acceptance of change would improve the quality of our national championship.

Submitted by Gary Wilson

Formulae developed by Dr. John P. Riepenhoff, MD.

