The National Amateur Championship Delegates Meeting was held Sunday, December 3, 2006 at the Grand Prairie Hotel in Hutchinson, KS at 8:30 a.m.  General Chairman Bob Murdock chaired the meeting.

53 clubs paid their dues.   Delegates for two clubs that paid were not present.

General Chair Murdock gave his rules for the meeting before calling the meeting to order at 8:35 a.m.

The 2005 Secretary’s Report was approved as was the 2005 Treasurer’s Report. 

A motion was made to keep the membership dues at $75.00.  Carried

Bob Montler, Chair of the Nominating Committee said John Knowles, Bob Murdock, Mike Elsasser and Steve Beyer were on the committee.  They selected John Leininger from the Mid-East Interclub to be the General Chair for 2008 and Patricia Bramwell as Secretary.  A motion was made to accept John Leininger and Patricia Bramwell.  Carried.

A motion was made “That the NAC would not start prior to the first day of December in any particular year.”  Several reasons for and against this were made.  A “paddle” vote was called.  There were 27 Yes and 23 No.

A motion was made in regard to the qualification date.  The motion was “There should be a revocation of the stipulation from last year’s July to July and replace it with what it has traditionally been, from losing date to closing date.”

A friendly amendment was made to change the closing date to 30 days prior to the closing date before the NAC.  This amendment was not accepted.

Another friendly amendment was made – “All dogs that qualify up to 18 days prior to the NAC must have their entries in by that time.  Late qualifiers would be an exception.  

At this time General Chair Murdock asked that this whole motion be tabled for a few minutes so parties constructing this motion could caucus other delegates.  GC Murdock gave a 10 minute time frame.

The clarified motion is:  That the closing date and qualification date be linked together, i.e.; 28 days before the start of the NAC.  All dogs having earned their qualification up to 18 days prior to the starting date of the NAC may run in next year’s NAC.  A “paddle vote” was called.  46 Yes and 0 No.

An additional amendment was presented.  For this first year the dogs that qualified from July 2006 to the 2007 closing date be eligible to enter the 2007 NAC.  Motion was not accepted at this time and was tabled.

The following clarifications are intended to be in addition to the already approved prerequisite that a prospective judge shall have judged six (6) All-Age English Springer Spaniel Field Trials.  The motion reads.  “Additionally, to be eligible to be elected to judge the NAC a prospective judge must have handled an English Springer Spaniel in two (2) All-age licensed field trials in the US or Canada during the three (3) year period ending on the election closing date, and have indicated his or her willingness to actually judge the NAC trial.  To obtain this information, the NAC Field Trial Secretary shall mail a letter to each prospective eligible judge asking  a)whether the prospective judge has handled an English Springer Spaniel in a licensed field trail in the US or Canada during said three (3) year period, and b) whether the prospective judge would be willing to judge the NAC trial.  In order to have his or her name included on the ballot of candidate judges, the prospective judge must answer affirmatively to both questions and return the questionnaire to the NAC Field Trial Secretary.

The NAC FT Secretary shall use the following dates each year in support of determining and electing eligible judges for the next year’s NAC.


August 1:

Questionnaires mailed to respective judges


August 31:
Affirmations due back from prospective judges


September 1:
Ballots mailed to those eligible to vote for judge candidates


September 30:
Closing for judge elections


October 10:
Notification to elected judges

A “paddle vote” was taken.  48 Yes and 0 No.

The suggestion (not a motion) was made that we are going to set a base fee for the NAC and keep that fee.  If it costs $250 per dog the previous year, that is what the fee will be for the following year.  If it costs $100 per dog, that will be the fee for next year.

A motion was made to keep the fee at $200 per dog for the NAC 2007.  A voice roll call was taken.  Motion carried.

An amendment was made to the above motion to look at the fee each year.  This amendment did not carry. 
A motion for “Qualification” points will be determined from the previous year’s respective NAC qualifiers.  The point level of the 125th dog for the previous year will set the qualifying point level for the next year’s NAC qualifiers.

An amendment was made to change “125” to 150” dog.

A friendly amendment was made to change the motion back to 125th dog.  The amendment was accepted but the motion failed 17 Yes to 33 No.

A motion was made that we set the qualification points at two (2) for the 2007 NAC.  This vote failed with 25 Yes and 27 No.

A motion was made that we keep the qualification at 1 point for the 2007 NAC.  This vote carried at 33 Yes and 19 No.

Steve Beyer, Representative to the Bird Dog Hall of Fame, gave his committee’s nomination for an amateur handler to be on the committee to help select inductees.  This nomination was Don Brunn.  There was another floor nomination – Dr Bob Bullard.  Don Brunn was voted in with 41 votes and Dr Bullard with 5.  Steve Beyer said there are 7 representatives in this group – 1 is elected by the NAC>

There was a small amount of talk about a permanent site for the NAC.

At the NOC the delegates moved/approved having a number of people ready to serve on a committee to investigate permanent grounds. The NAC should support this committee and have someone represent the NAC>  Permanent does not mean mandatory grounds.

A motion was made that we support the NOC committee as outlined at the NOC meeting.

Below is what I copied from what Karen Koopman copied from the essft.com website.  It was suggested that I get the “official” motion from NOC Secretary Mhari Peschel.

“That the NOC be supportive in exploring steps for possible acquisitioning or leasing of land for Springer field trials; that four (4) representatives of the NOC be appointed during this trial by incumbent President to be available to serve on any task force or committee focusing on these matters; and that the four reps have no authority to make any binding commitment on behalf of the NOC without further actions of the NOC.”

General Chair Elect Daryl Johnson told us a bit about the 2007 NAC in Moses Lake, WA.  It will be the first Monday in December.  The closest major city is Spokane, 107 miles from the grounds.

NEW BUSINESS:

Any dog currently qualified for the 2007 NAC shall remain qualifiead for the 2007 NAC.  Withdrawn.

Last year’s motion was that if you qualified July 2006 to 2007 you were qualified.  Now that we changed the July to July issue –are you still qualified (July 2006 to Nov 2007)

Motion:  Dogs that qualified under last year’s ruling (July 2006) continue to be eligible for the 2007 despite we changed the qualifications at this meeting – this year only!  Withdrawn.

Meeting was adjourned at 11 a.m.

Andrea from Kingman, KS was a “court reporter” during this meeting.

Secretary Bramwell has the original transcript in her NAC files and it is open to anyone who wishes to review it.

Respectfully submitted

/s/ Patricia Bramwell

FT Secretary

