The annual meeting of the English Springer Spaniel 2005 National Amateur Championship was held November 14, 2005, at 5:00 p.m. at the Ramada Inn, Altoona, PA.

General Chairman Jim Boone called the meeting to order.  Secretary Patricia Bramwell took the roll call.  There were 43 delegates present and 45 clubs that had paid their dues.

Motion was made by Dean Reinke that the 2004 NAC minutes and treasures report as posted on essft.com be accepted.  Seconded.  Carried.

Field Trial Chair Jeff Brooks gave special instructions for the trial grounds.  There would be a caravan leaving the Ramada Inn at 6:45 a.m. Tues morning lead by Scott Hoover.  There would be no smoking in the field.  The pro handlers were not going to be allowed to shag.  There would be shuttles available for anyone coming or going out into the field.  Breakfast and hot lunches would be on the grounds daily. 

Motion was made by Dean Reinke that the 2006 club dues remain at $75.00 per club.  Seconded.  Carried.  
General Chair Boone, on behalf of the Nominating Committee, suggested Daryl Johnson from Oregon as the 2007 General Chair.  Motion was made by Don Giddens to accept Daryl Johnson. Seconded.  Carried.            

Don Bramwell announced that the 2006 NAC would begin December 4, 2006 in the Hutchinson/McPherson, KS area.  This would be the same area that the 2004 NOC was held. Training would be December 3.  A motion was made by Dean Reinke that these dates and grounds be approved.  Seconded.  Carried.

A motion was made by Karen Koopman that the 1 point qualification remain in effect. Seconded. Carried.
A motion was made by Mhari Peschel to keep the entry fee at $200.00. Seconded.  Carried.

Last year Ed Faraci suggested we think about voting for judges that have been running dogs and suggested 4 All-Age stakes in 2 years.  There was no motion was made and no vote was taken.  This year Don Bramwell made a motion that there be a requirement that “to be eligible to judge the National Amateur you must have ran a dog in the past 2-3 years”.  After much discussion a roll call vote was called and the vote carried with 32 voting in favor of the motion, 10 against, and one abstention. **SEE BELOW**
Dean Reinke briefly discussed the FTMS program saying it was almost ready.

General Chair Boone read Kevin Dresow’s letter re Jason Math making the cases for the traveling trophies.

Jim Boone suggested we adjourn the meeting.  It was brought up that the NOC now has a closing date each year of 18 days before the event.  Bob Montler made a motion that “October 1 of every year is the qualifying date for each NAC.”  Karen Koopman suggested 18 days and/or 30 days.  Bob Iversen suggested we use a July to July qualification date.  Bob Montler withdrew his motion.
Scott Hoover made a motion that the 2006 NAC qualify from July 1, 2005 to July 1, 2006 with a closing 30 days prior to the event.

Scott Hoover accepted a friendly amendment from Mark Haglin that the July 1 cut off for qualification continue from year to year after 2006.   The motion was carried by a roll call vote. There were 26 clubs voting in favor of the motion, 16 opposed it and one club was not present for the vote.   *** SEE BELOW ***
Jerry Barrett made a motion that the NAC Secretary contact each person on the judges list as to their interest in judging the NAC that year.  They would need to respond yes or no, in writing.  If no response, then the NAC Secretary is to assume the answer is no.  Seconded.  Carried.
Cathy Lewis made a motion that the judges ballot no longer be weighted.  Seconded. Carried.

Cathy Lewis also talked about buying national grounds.  There was no motion made.

Mhari Peschel made a comment so we would all understand that the High Point statistics are still from the closing of one NAC to the beginning of the next NAC.

A motion was made by that the meeting be adjourned.  Seconded. Carried.  

Respectfully submitted,

Patricia Bramwell

Field Trial Secretary

SEE PAGE 3 FOR AMENDMENTS.
***  On November 17, 2005 a petition was circulated to the delegates asking to they would approve a date change just for 2006.  
QUALIFICATION MOTION AS ACCEPTED:

2006 NAC qualifications – July 1, 2005 to July 1, 2006.  Closing will be 30 days prior to the event.  2006 NAC starts December 4, 2006.  

Dogs placing July 1 through November 6, 2006, will be grandfathered in for this year only.

AMENDMENT:

In addition, for the calendar year 2006 only, any dog not already qualified for the NAC by the above grandfather clause will be allowed to qualify until the closing date for the 2006 NAC of November 4, 2006.  By qualifying between July 1, 2006 and November 6, 2006, the dogs will also be qualified for the 2007 NAC.  No entries will be accepted after November 6, 2006, regardless of a placement after November 6, 2006.

The above amendment to the qualifications for 2006 NAC was presented to and accepted by ESSFTA President Dean Reinke, Field Vice President Steve Beyer and NAC General Chairman Jim Boone by Don Bramwell.  It was passed by signatures of a majority of the delegates who were present at the National meeting.  (There were 43 clubs represented and 24 signatures.)

** In January judges ballots were sent out.  Because of the wording in the motion:

1) it was decided it was too vague to warrant going back again to ask prospective judges if they were willing to judge and/or if they’d “ran” a dog in the past 2-3 years.

2) Even though the ballot still said to judge in order of preference, an email and/or a postcard was sent out to everyone who was qualified to vote notifying them that this rule should not have been left on the ballot – the ballot is no longer “weighed”.

